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articulate, in order to rectify which, 
h8 thrusts into hi^ mouth a few phigs 
of tobacco. This at once excite? a 
copious portion of fluidity, and from 
its acid qualities ailects the nerves 
in such a powerful manner as to 
produce an immense quantity of 
those grimaces, which are frequently 
hiiposed upon the yulgar, for the 
genuine effects of that religion 
which is pure and without alloy, sin- 
cere, and unatfecteU.free from super- 
stition and hypocrisy. He then takes 
out bis two pocket handkbrchiefs, 
one in each hand, and after blowing 
his nose with the one used to please 
the vulgar, he wipes it with bis po- 
lite one ; takes out his snuff-box, 
goes through all the genteel ma- 
noeuvres, and takes a copious pinch, 
lie makes a tedious introduction, 
with a few occasional interruptions 
of sneezing and wiping his nose. 
After employing a considerable 
time in convincing his audience by 
ocular demonstration, that he has a 
very handsome watch, lie increa-ies 
in vigour, takes a new quid, grows 
jrailietic, thumps the cushion, enip- 
tifs his snuff-box (which lay open) 
upon the iiead and eyes ol the un 
otiending clerk; his fury then in 
creases, his passion becomes un- 
bouikdud, and amidst the greatest 
paroxysms of rage, he showers 
mouthluls of the tobacco essence up- 
on ail around him, to the unspeak- 
able injury of silks and muslins. 

.Some of our fashionable preachers 
in the pieseiH age, in order to spiii 
out the time, prolong every won! to 
its greatest extent, and articulate 
every syllable, so as to render their 
sermons a continuation of emph»ti> 
cal moi»ototiy. Others again who 
delight in sacred music, sing all 
iheir prayers and sermons to the 
old tune of Dublin, and thus waft 
their meditations on the vviags of 
cjiiljdy, to the throne of God. The 
vulgar ear is imnvediately captivat- 



ed by these musical strains, and 
our singing ora'ors all become 
quite popular. Habit has "o rwon- 
ciled the old people to this surt of 
canting, that should any one votJ 
of the melodious voice and fashion- 
able hypocrisy ascend the pulpit, 
he is immediatelv brao'led with the 
appellation of a n;ie light lieterodoxo- 
ian, quiie devoid of th^t sancli- 
moniouiair,lenglhened faociand Cal. 
vinistic tune possessed by the down- 
right, red-hot orthodox divines. I 
would therefore strongly recoiiiaiend 
such parents as are apt to foreordain 
their children to the church, early 
to teach them the tune of Duhlia ; 
to apply tu their faces such emol- 
lient plasters and salves as will pre 
dace an extraordinary tension of 
the muscles, and suspend the chin 
at least fifteen or sixteen inches. It 
will likewise be necessary lo drill 
those elected sons of Levi, in the 
exercise of snuffing and sneezing, 
and using the white and dark poc* 
ket handkerchiefs. From the encreas< 
ing price of tobacco, it might ap- 
pear advisable lo teach them to 
chew, as while in iheir early state 
of probation their finances miglit 
seldtmi allow them to get a quid. 
Upon a parity of reaioniii^ some 
people will atfirm that, the nse wf 
snuff should likewise be prohibited;^ 
but my reply to this> is, that as the 
mouth gets so much ftrod, the nos« 
being a near relative, and peaceful 
neighbour^ has certainly a claim to 
a little, An A.vtiuuauian. 

For the Belfast Monthly Magazine. 



«N ADDRESS DELtVEIlED AT THE OFE!«» 
ING OF THE THIUB slssION OF 
THE bELFAST Hl^rOBle SOCIETY, 
BY JOHN TF.MPLETON, H M B.H.S, 
AUGUST 24fH, l!Ji3. 

■piiO.M the ftrs^ esublishnient of 
'*' thi« society, i bailed it as au e- 
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rent fraaght with the greatest bene> 
fit to the individuals who compose 
it, an<l conceived that Iroin it our 
country most derive e»en more last- 
\og, ben«Bis. 

Ilow far the power of the orator 
extends, I need scarcely pretend to 
rlisplay ; you have had examples 
«n<Mi!ih since the in«iiiuiion of this 
socitly to fiirm an opinion ; you can 
all say, how often have my ideas 
been tlianyed when 1 have heard 
what <'«uld be advanced in opposition 
to my before too promptly adopted 
opinion. Frooi this it may be easy 
for vou to conceive how mankind 
must be aliened when the full tide 
of elc<ii)en< e Hows, with its true ac- 
companiment of graceful action. 
The finger of envy, nay, ptrbaps 
even calumny may be pointed at 
you. But let nothing retard you 
in your desiie for acquiring know- 
ledge. Yonr country demands your 
powers whatever they be, and you 
are bound tu obey the call. She 
eath not now upon you to oppose an 
invading foe, but she calls upon 
yon to cultivate those talents with 
which nature has endowed yoo. that 
von may be equally qualified to quiet 
a turbulent people, resist the insid- 
ious encroat'hnieots of a tyrant, or 
plead the cause of suffering inno> 
cence. 

It is the cultivation of the mind 
which tievates a maD above bis 
fellow men. 

It i.iroind alone which raises states. 
It is the wniit of wisdom which de- 
presses them. 

It was the mind of Alexander that 
con(|uered Ii^dia. 

It was from a mind highly enrich- 
ed with scieuce that the immorta) 
<Jaok derived roafidence amidst the 
coral rocks of the vast Pacific, and 
when icy mountains threatened 
liiin « ith destruction iit seas whose 
wa\es hail never yielded to the 
crooked keel. It i« tbc mind alone 



which can lead the mortal to cntn- 
prebend the system of ihe universe, 
and to approach that i:niiiortal Spirit 
by whom all things ure and were 
created. 

The sublime effusions from the 
minds -of Pyiha.j">ras Plato, and 
Aristotle, yet influence their suc- 
cessors in the study of pliili)sf»phy J 
and £uciid and Newlon will n^main 
among tlie first rank of benefactors 
of the buinnn race, as long as the 
social chain shall bind so<nety to> 
gether. 

Whether then we view the gov- 
f rnor of a state rousing the ener'^ie* 
of the people to curb the oppressor, 
or rivetting the fetters of slavery ; 
the band wbicb launches a ship on 
the ocean, or yokes the peaceful 
plough, the superior pnwtrs of know- 
ledge over ignorance are alike coiu 
apicuous. 

Whoever then wishes to make men 
happy and great, let them endea- 
vour to extend the powers of mind. 
Let them endeavour to banish from 
society »U those pnr^uiits, w hether 
••titled professions or amusements, 
which tend to raise the more turbu- 
lent passions. Dronkeruie.ss and 
gaming have too long disturbed civ- 
ilized society, carrying in their 
train a hmg list of evils. It is dar- 
ing intoxication the barrier of vir- 
tue is generally broken, the thorny 
Eatb«of vice made smooth, and the 
and of the assassin armed eveik 
against the breast of his benefac- 
tor. 

Gaming with its mtid insidiou* 
grace captivates the unwary victim; 
first gently pleasing dreams dwell 
on the imagination } attention soon 
becomes more fixed, then all the 
angry passionsare aronsed, with their 
atietiding demon; remorse for friend*, 
for honour, for subsistence gone, 
conspire to impel the despairing 
maniac on to self-destruction. But 
let lis turn from these gloomy pic- 
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tnrey. To the most active mine), the 
most fertile genius, the eshaustleiis 
field ot science invite!) to pursuits 
with which health of body and 
peace < f luind are the constant at- 
tendaiits. 

Whether you trace the circling 
planets in their course, and itiTesli- 
gate the laws which retain them in 
their orbits, or diffCliiti; your iiii)iiir- 
ies li) this world which we inh<il>it, 
you traverse it in pursuit of the 
aiiim ited and inanimate objects that 
present th»-m«elves on all sides, each 
subject presents such charms, and 
gives such nev<:r-tading pleasure, as 
the votaries of gaiety and dissipation 
never feel. 

I wish I could impress !t on your 
tninds, and on the mind of every 
Irisihincin, that eiigugin!; in serious 
purs'.iits was the true means of en- 
joying happtne^s ; we may laugh at 
mimicry and jests, we may be cap- 
tivated by uiuxic for the moment, 
but it is those ideas whicli dwell up- 
on the mind,, wlt;ch we fix upon our 
imagination, and at distant periods 
recullect with pleasure, that afford 
true happiness. 

The possession of knowledge 
gives an independence, a self pos- 
session in every situation, whether 
it is before the tribunal of a despot, 
or amidst the wild horrors of a tem- 
pestuous sea. 1 congratulate you 
on the happy choiie you have made 
of subjects for discussion. There 
are few subjects of study from which 
% member ol civilized society de 
rives greater advauiages than that 
of the laws and constitution of his 
country. 

A knowledge of the constitution 
of his country is the most neiessary 
information which a:i inhal>itiint can 
be in possession oi, alter his immedi- 
ate necessaries are within Ins com* 
niand. 

Without thui knowledge his free- 



dom is insecure, bis property is not 
bis own. 

There is no man however low bis 
rank in the scale of society who may 
lint be called upon to defend either 
himself or his property from aggres- 
sion. 

Without a knowledge of the laivs, 
a man may be induced to commit an 
act which will involve him in ruin; 
by a knowledge of the laws he is 
tuught to govern his passions, and 
by knowing the value of their pro* 
tectiort to endeavour to preserve 
them from violation, and tu I'uilll 
tiieir mandates. 

By a knowledge of the laws, a 
man is enabled to judge of their 
utility, to support and hold sacred 
the good, and to demand in a legal, 
but independent tune, the aboliuun 
ot the bad. 

Bv a knowledge of the laws he is 
enabled to (ill with credit to himself, 
and advantage to bis country, the 
rhtporlant oiiices of legislator, ma- 
gistraie and juryman. 

But I need not take up your tima 
in enilertvouring to di>:play the ad- 
vantages of this species of know- 
ledge, more able men have already 
pointed out the path for you to pur- 
sue, and urjced the necessity ol di. 
tecting yout attention to this study; 
and lear not that it will beunattemied 
tviih plfisure. Examining the prin- 
ciples wnich form the bonds witb 
which mankind are united, we find 
that even the wild inhabitants of 
New llotland are bound by laws ; a 
lew lessons «l the lather impress up- 
on his young successor the simple 
code, but in our slate of society, 
connected as we are with the most 
distant regions, and where wealth 
giving power produces a constant 
struggle for the acquirement of 
riches, a more complicated system 
of necessity prevails. 

Laying however, the necessity of 
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the study aside, we may view it a» 
the best introduction to the history 
ct our country ; in our statutes we 
pprteive what vices have prevailed, 
what public works have been un- 
dertaken, and what new inventions, 
infant manufactures, branches of 
oonimcrce, or inijirovemrnis in agri- 
culture, have met with national cn- 
rouragenieut ; was this portion of 
knowledge alone necessary, and 
were we contented with this, here 
then might we cease our pursuit, 
but the iinsatiaied and ever active 
spirit of Man stretching his re- 
searches from earth to the celestial 
spheres, which roll their miyhty 
orbs above, and desirous of pent trat- 
ing even into futurity, is naturally 
led to inquire into his origin, and 
the history of his species. 

The page of the historian forms 
the connecting link between the 
former and the present age. On it 
we view as in a glass, man in every 
stage with one band gra.-'ping at 
Heaven, while with the other he 
clings to the infernal regions. 

It is the canvass on which is por- 
trayed the virtues and vices of man- 
kind. It is the Polar Star to guide 
us on our course, but guard voor- 
Sclves with a dragon's never ceasing 
watchfulness against the false ideas, 
eiTonfeous opinions, and prejudices 
which it has transmitted and which 
time has now consi crated. 

Examine its possibility by bring- 
ing it into comparison with piesent 
existinu facts, its probability by scro- 
tiniiiiig the moral principle, llie 
means of inloimalion, and impartial- 
ity of the narrator, by this review 
you will be enabled to dfternuiie 
what degree of certainty, of import- 
ance, of practical oiillty may be de- 
rived from history. 

It is not the marching of armies, 
the nun)bers of slain, the arrange. 
nients for the battle, the passing' of 
laws, peculiar customs <«hich a[)pear. 



it is to the circumstances which pre- 
ceded these acts; you should direct 
your attention to the series of events 
which produced the battle, the law,' 
and tb6 custom, ; by this mVans you 
will derive benefit from your stud- 
ies, you will derive experience from' 
those who have already acted their 
parts on the gr6at theatre of the 
world. 

That the proper study of mankind 
is man, is a lung acknowledged max- 
im. And a« long as man is a eociat 
being, as long as man meets his 
fellow man, either with the smile 
of a friend or the frown of an ene- 
my, a knowledge of the human 
mind, its feelings and propetisities 
must form one of the first, the must 
important parts of education : and 
happily there are few who are n(<t 
impelled by curiosity, atid gratified 
ill tracing the progress of the human 
mind, and reviewing the ai tions of 
men, from that period, when ti.e 
spontaneous produce of the earth 
afforded sustenance, and the umbia-^ 
geous trees of the forest gave pro- 
tection fr6m the summer's noontide 
heat and winter's told, to the in- 
considerate, unambitious inhabitants 
of the almost trackless wa^te, and 
comparing it with succeeding limes, 
when the most distant i.eas arc in.ide 
to present their iidtabitdiiis, and the 
inmost recessCs of the earth are 
peiiei rated, and its splendid lonients 
reared upon its surlace either lode- 
coraift the habitation or gratily the 
boundless vanity of man. 

By means of the labours of the 
historian, we are enabled to trac>i 
the progress of the still improving 
mind, from the siniple and scanty 
ideas evolved during the savage 
state, through the spkr-dul ages of 
Greece and Rome, to the still more 
enlargtd display of intellectual pow- 
ers which mark this period in which 
we live, when the widely cultivatcif 
field of kiiOwleUge, biiii^s the whole 
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energies) of the s(>ul into actior^ 
wlieii the eleiTientsare made invisi- 
ble at the will of man, and the ada* 
maiit resolved into air. When the 
waves on their ever reitless surface 
bear hivii to the most distant ciimes, 
and he roiHints into the regions o( 
infinite space borne on the wings of 
the wind. 

Ii is by contemplating the history 
of man, that the mind tiads repose 
when disgusted with the events 
which forever present themselves to 
our view. It is by the study of his- 
tory we are led to lo-ik with com- 
posure on tiie soul harasdng trans- 
actions ofuiirday, to perceive the 
narrow boundaries to which our 
view of futurity is confined, and to 
see the sublime truth fuliy illustrat- 
ed, that however our most sanguine 
hopes may be di:i3ppointed, and that 
although mighty empires may be 
overturned, dcilrucliou swt-ep the 
land and sea, the same Alwi!>hiy 
Governor of the world presides, 
'J'hus is the philosophic mind enlight- 
ened by historical research, led to 
excliiim " whatever is, is right." 

But to none of the objects em- 
braced by this society sho-.ild your 
atloniion be more par icuiarly turned, 
and from iimie can you derive great- 
er adviin ages, than from the s:uly 
of Individual characters, the bio_;ra'> 
|)liy of great men. Tlie general 
historian gives to our view the irjiis- 
actions of socie'.ies, but the tiisio/y 
of individuals not less inttrc^ti;).,', 
lost amidst the great events whicii 
enga^;e his attention, |)resciits a niu- 
del lor immediate iiuitaiioii. 

The portrait dciineated by the 
biographer is either useiul or deiri- 
mental to society in proportion as 
the virtues which adorn, or the vices 
which deform his picture.are sketch- 
ed by the bold hand of troth. How 
often have we seen the man whose 
mad ambition led him to rejoice in 
tile waitti of fautnau life, who look- 



ed with complacency on the ensaa- 
guined plain covered with the mang« 
led limbs of his fellow creatures, 
at the flaming town burying be< 
neaih its ruins the peaceful inhabi- 
tants, whose stern heart was un- 
moved with the dying groans, the 
shrieks of widows and orphans, pre- 
sented to our view in the most fas- 
cinating colours His ambition call- 
ed the love of glory, and his un- 
feeling cruelty said to he justified 
by the peculiarity of the circum- 
stances; while the friend of virtue. 
whose bosom heaves a sigh when 
his benevolent exertions could not 
succour the distressed, received no 
mark of approbation, his plain un- 
vnnii\>hed tale is incapable of ex- 
citing the turbulent passions, or 
of bringing forward a youthful hero. 
Vet if we viewed the iniustrioui 
citizen, the artist, and philosupher, 
in their course, if we were present- 
ed with a faithful record of their 
successful and unsuccessful eS'ortM 
in their various pursuits, it would be 
more worthy our attention than the 
more brilliant progress of the mar- 
tial hero It is however fro ii bio- 
graphy we receive the true idea of 
the exalted station whicli man oc- 
cupies in the creation. In the page« 
of the liiographer niriy be seen the 
path which leads towards Fame; it 
is llif re we are presented with the 
UMdevmtitig m-edle, wlieiel>y to steer 
oor course, and there we perceive 
what difficulties well directed perse- 
verance may overcome. 

Man as an indlvujual is more 
lieljiiess thao the beasts of the field ; 
durio;; his Infancy he reijoires the 
teiidi-rc-,t care to rear his body to 
njaturiiy ; on his approach towards 
niaohoo), his iniiid tcijuires equal 
aiieiitioii, ail I whtn arrived at man- 
hood, the collision ul minds in uni- 
son wiili his own, and a continual 
series of bright examples presented 
to him, can aluue stimulate him to 
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that application, that exertion re- 
quired to easore success in ttte at- 
tainment of knowledge. 

To be contemporary, with New- 
ton, Locke, Hailer, Linnaeus, Black. 
Lavoisier, or Laplace ; to converse 
with them, to have luch men daily 
before our eyes, to hear the praises 
bestowed on them, to see the high 
station which they occupy, and be- 
hold the honours conferred oo tbein 
by the wrisest and greatest men uf 
every nation, may rouse the fire of 
entbusiasm, create a desire to pur- 
sue their course, and to emulate their 
fame. Few, however, can enjoy this 
enviable situation, and to supply 
the deficiency, the biographer re- 
cords their actions in the annals of 
the world, and thus presents an e;;- 
•mple to future ages. 

Learn to admire the virtuous and 
the great : true admiration naturally 
excites a desire to imitate ^nd I 
am happy that the investigation of 
character forms so prominent a por- 
tion of the labours of the Historic 
Society ; y ou will learn by this " that 
your confidence is a jewel not to be 
staked oo the castufa die, it mutt 
be deserved, not won ," and remem- 
ber that intricate are th,e paths 
which lead to troth, bow thankful 
must we therefore be, to those who 
guide our wandering steps, tell u$ 
h<iw others erred, and bow they were 
successful. 

The brazen staiue and the mar- 
ble column fall into dost, but the 
prn of the historian confers an eter- 
nity on the actions of Uken, and 
■transmits them to (he most distant 
period of time. The nriiings uf 
Moses remain, apd ihp heroes of 
piutarch pass before our eyes, al- 
though the pompous cities which 
the one describes, and th>i statues 
which were erected to the heroes of 
the other, have long since uniied 
with the earth fium which tbty 
fprung. 



But the trnthn which even this so- 
ciety may establish, m^y remain a 
monument of its existence long af- 
ter we have desieiided into tho 
peaceful grave, and those walls 
which ^orroiind us, crumbled into 
dust, have been dispersed by the 
winds of heaven. 
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AN ADDRESS DELIVERED BY ROBERT 
QRIMSHAW, AS PRESIDENT OF THE 
BELFAST HISTOKIC SOCIETV, AT 
THE CLOSE r-T THE SKSSION, ENDi. 

ing 3jst may, (814. 
Gentlemen, 

IT is now about three years since 
a nurpher of young men, desir- 
ous of promoting the study of his- 
tory and the cultivation of oratory, 
formed themselves into a society 
which they named the Belfast His- 
toric Society. 

In framing the constitution of 
this establishment, it was thought 
advisable that eai'h session should 
be opened by an address from the 
pliair, and' closed in the same man- 
Dpr. 

One month prior to the close of 
the session a member is ballotied 
for, to fulfil this duty ; when this 
ballot took place, the gentleman 
who had the roost numerous votes, 
found it peces«ary to decline the of- 
fice, in constquente of expected 
absence at that time: the tnsH then 
devolved on me, and ootwithslaiid- 
iiig the pride 1 IVIt Irom the honor 
conferred on me by the society, in 
ihns ovtrratin^ my merit, 1 feel a 
painful consciousness of my inability 
to perform the task with satisfaction 
to them or credit to myself. I ac- 
cepted it with fteliiigs of regret, 
that the genllernaii wlio was first ap- 
poiuttdj couid not now address you. 



